Methods
Nine cats weighing 2.8-3.5kg (mean 3.2kg) were used. Cats were anesthetized with an intraperitoneal injection of a-chloralose (50mg/kg) and urethane (500mg/kg) and with 0.5% procaine hydrochloride for local anesthesia. After tracheostomy, ventilation was maintained to keep tidal volume and respiratory rate constant by means of a respirator (Harvard Moddel 662, Harvard, MA, USA). After immobilization with an intravenous injection of alcuronium chloride, ventilation was started . Abdominal aortic pressure was measured with a pressure transducer (Statham P231DB, Gould, Oxnard, CA, USA) con nected to a polyethylene tube inserted into the abdominal aorta through the right femoral artery. The polyethylene tube, inserted retrogradely into the left lingual artery, 
